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“It feels! Design for the senses.” School of Form’s sensory exhibition at Vienna Design Week
Our bodies tell stories worth listening to
Presenting their works during the upcoming 11th edition of Vienna Design Week, a prestigious design festival organised in the capital of Austria, are graduates from Poznań’s School of Form. The “It feels! Design for the senses” exhibition features sensory projects depicting senses as primal, natural methods of communicating with one’s own body and the surrounding reality.
Modern culture, which is based on the dominance of sight, managed to push all the other senses (hearing, smell, touch, taste) aside. Not rightly so, because the sensory apparatus is a primal and most intuitive tool for learning and understanding the world. Today, design does not concern itself merely with the aestheticisation or the category of beauty. Most of all, it studies emotions and needs of the user, transferring the knowledge gained into material forms, services or concepts. Designers started to discover anew the potential of the senses and the body. 
The exhibition features a selection of diploma projects by School of Form graduates, completed between the years 2015-2017. While they do refer to various areas of design (Domestic Design, Communication Design, Industrial Design, Fashion Design), they also share common attitudes towards research and creativity. The designers, whose works are on display, perceive the body as the centre of experiences, emotions and knowledge about the world. 
“The body – which feels and does not calculate – serves as a common denominator for the exhibition. It is the experiencing entity and the object of research at the same time, a source of pleasure and pain, which can distinguish smells and shapes, touch, and absorb colour. It is a physiological machine, an inspiration and a medium of expression. It becomes the centre of observation and a powerful research tool” – said Agata Kiedrowicz, curator of the exhibition, designer, journalist, and School of Form graduate.
Which projects are on display? Among others, visitors can experience the MIKO + therapeutic jewellery, connecting aesthetic and medicinal qualities (project by Ewa Dulcet and Martyna Świerczyńska), clothes which initiate a dialogue with the body and enable practising mindfulness (the Soma project by Agnieszka Szreder) or the book depicting the perception of a person suffering from Alzheimer’s (Nie-pamięć by Sarah Wiśniewska). Available for testing, are tactile objects designed to bring pleasure (Tocco by Katarzyna Durlak) or to educate (Zestaw 9 brył geometrycznych / A set of 9 geometrical solids by Monika Sobczak). One can also hear, what clutter sounds like (MUSI by Ernest Warzocha). What is important, the projects on display are meant to be interacted with. One can, or even should, experience them with all senses: touch, taste, smell and hearing.
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Exhibition dates: 02.10.2017 – 07.11.2017

Grand opening: 02.10.2017, 6:30 PM – 9:00 PM
Location: p_art. Polish Institute Gallery in Vienna / Am Gestade 7, 1010 Vienna
Admission free
Organiser:
School of Form
Partners:
Vienna Design Week
Polish Institute in Vienna
More information about the exhibition: http://www.sof.edu.pl/aktualnosci/182-wydarzenia-otwarte/2610-jedziemy-do-wiednia.html 
Contact:
Agata Kiedrowicz, Curator
kiedrowicz.agata@gmail.com
Monika Wietrzyńska, acting operations director 
mwietrzynska@sof.edu.pl
***
School of Form offers an innovative programme of studies, which combines elements of design education and humanities. Under the watchful eye of experienced practitioners, the students are able to create their own projects in fully-equipped workshops from the very start. The School of Form team was created under the guidance of Lidewij Edelkoort, long-time head of the Design Academy in Eindhoven, who remains a mentor of the programme to this day. Our teaching programme received the highest marks in a competition organised by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education for government-sponsored faculties. School of Form functions as the Department of Design of the SWPS University. From the moment its doors opened in October 2011 until the publication of this catalogue, 187 SoF graduates received their diplomas.
All classes at School of Form are conducted in small groups as open, interactive workshops. Students practice experimental and conceptual design, as well as presentation techniques. Each task involves a project, which can be a simple sketch, a model, a more advanced prototype or a fully functioning object. The students have at their disposal professionally equipped, modern tailoring, computer, photo-video, metalworking, carpentry and ceramic workshops.
One of the most important elements of the School of Form teaching strategy is practical education in cooperation with businesses, already at early design stages. Our commercial partners offer financial support to further develop our students’ skills, as well as offer them internships in their companies. The students can choose to take part in trainee programmes both locally and abroad, at various design studios, manufacturing firms and craftsman workshops, depending on the profile they select. 
School of Form offers full-time and part-time Bachelor degree studies, and Master degree studies, as well as postgraduate courses, which are conducted in English.
More information on School of Form www.sof.edu.pl/en
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